1 Thessalonians 5:1-2

1 Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no need to have anything
written to you.

2 For you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night.

Deuteronomy 32:35

Vengeance is Mine, and recompense, for the time when their foot shall slip; for the day of their
calamity is at hand, and their doom comes swiftly.’

Zephaniah 2:1-2

1 Gather together, yes, gather, O shameless nation,

2 before the decree takes effect—before the day passes away like chaff—before there comes
upon you the burning anger of the Lord, before there comes upon you the day of the anger of
the Lord.

1 Thessalonians 1:9-10

9 For they themselves report concerning us the kind of reception we had among you, and
how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God,

10 and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us
from the wrath to come.

Revelation 3:10

Because you have kept my word about patient endurance, | will keep you from the hour of trial
that is coming on the whole world, to try those who dwell on the earth.

Revelation 14:7

And he said with a loud voice, “Fear God and give Him glory, because the hour of His
judgment has come, and worship Him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of
water.”

Daniel 12:1

At that time shall arise Michael, the great prince who has charge of your people. And there
shall be a time of trouble, such as never has been since there was a nation till that time. But at
that time your people shall be delivered, everyone whose name shall be found written in the
book.

Zephaniah 1:15-16

15 A day of wrath is that day, a day of distress and anguish, a day of ruin and devastation, a
day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness,

16 a day of trumpet blast and battle cry against the fortified cities and against the lofty
battlements.
Matthew 24:21-22

21 For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been from the beginning of the world
until now, no, and never will be.

22 And if those days had not been cut short, no human being would be saved. But for the sake
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of the elect those days will be cut short.

Revelation 6:2-17; 8:8-13; 9:1-20; 16:1-21

2 And | looked, and behold, a white horse! And its rider had a bow, and a crown was given to
him, and he came out conquering, and to conquer.

3 When he opened the second seal, | heard the second living creature say, “Come!”

4 And out came another horse, bright red. Its rider was permitted to take peace from the earth,
so that people should slay one another, and he was given a great sword.

5> When he opened the third seal, | heard the third living creature say, “Come!” And | looked,
and behold, a black horse! And its rider had a pair of scales in his hand.

6 And | heard what seemed to be a voice in the midst of the four living creatures, saying, “A
guart of wheat for a denarius, and three quarts of barley for a denarius, and do not harm the oil
and wine!”

“When he opened the fourth seal, | heard the voice of the fourth living creature say, “Come!”

8 And | looked, and behold, a pale horse! And its rider's name was Death, and Hades followed
him. And they were given authority over a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword and with famine
and with pestilence and by wild beasts of the earth.

® When he opened the fifth seal, | saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain
slain for the Word of God and for the witness they had borne.

10 They cried out with a loud voice, “O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before you will
judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?”

1 Then they were each given a white robe and told to rest a little longer, until the number of
their fellow servants and their brothers should be complete, who were to be killed as they
themselves had been.

12 When he opened the sixth seal, | looked, and behold, there was a great earthquake, and the
sun became black as sackcloth, the full moon became like blood,

13 and the stars of the sky fell to the earth as the fig tree sheds its winter fruit when shaken by
a gale.

14 The sky vanished like a scroll that is being rolled up, and every mountain and island was
removed from its place.

15 Then the kings of the earth and the great ones and the generals and the rich and the
powerful, and everyone, slave and free, hid themselves in the caves and among the rocks of
the mountains,

16 calling to the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us and hide us from the face of Him who is
seated on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb,

17 for the great day of their wrath has come, and who can stand?”

88 The second angel blew his trumpet, and something like a great mountain, burning with fire,
was thrown into the sea, and a third of the sea became blood.

9 A third of the living creatures in the sea died, and a third of the ships were destroyed.

10 The third angel blew his trumpet, and a great star fell from heaven, blazing like a torch, and it
fell on a third of the rivers and on the springs of water.

1 The name of the star is Wormwood. A third of the waters became wormwood, and many
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people died from the water, because it had been made bitter.

12 The fourth angel blew his trumpet, and a third of the sun was struck, and a third of the moon,
and a third of the stars, so that a third of their light might be darkened, and a third of the day
might be kept from shining, and likewise a third of the night.

B Then | looked, and | heard an eagle crying with a loud voice as it flew directly overhead,
“Woe, woe, woe to those who dwell on the earth, at the blasts of the other trumpets that the
three angels are about to blow!”

91 And the fifth angel blew his trumpet, and | saw a star fallen from heaven to earth, and he
was given the key to the shaft of the bottomless pit.

2 He opened the shaft of the bottomless pit, and from the shaft rose smoke like the smoke of a
great furnace, and the sun and the air were darkened with the smoke from the shatft.

3Then from the smoke came locusts on the earth, and they were given power like the power of
scorpions of the earth.

4They were told not to harm the grass of the earth or any green plant or any tree, but only
those people who do not have the seal of God on their foreheads.

5They were allowed to torment them for five months, but not to kill them, and their torment was
like the torment of a scorpion when it stings someone.

6 And in those days, people will seek death and will not find it. They will long to die, but death
will flee from them.

"In appearance the locusts were like horses prepared for battle: on their heads were what
looked like crowns of gold; their faces were like human faces,

8their hair like women's hair, and their teeth like lions' teeth:

9they had breastplates like breastplates of iron, and the noise of their wings was like the noise
of many chariots with horses rushing into battle.

10 They have tails and stings like scorpions, and their power to hurt people for five months is in
their tails.

11 They have as king over them the angel of the bottomless pit. His name in Hebrew is
Abaddon, and in Greek he is called Apollyon.

2 The first woe has passed; behold, two woes are still to come.

13 Then the sixth angel blew his trumpet, and | heard a voice from the four horns of the golden
altar before God,

14 saying to the sixth angel who had the trumpet, “Release the four angels who are bound at
the great river Euphrates.”

15 50 the four angels, who had been prepared for the hour, the day, the month, and the year,
were released to kill a third of mankind.

16 The number of mounted troops was twice ten thousand times ten thousand; | heard their
number.

17 And this is how | saw the horses in my vision and those who rode them: they wore
breastplates the color of fire and of sapphire and of sulfur, and the heads of the horses were
like lions' heads, and fire and smoke and sulfur came out of their mouths.

18 By these three plagues a third of mankind was killed, by the fire and smoke and sulfur
coming out of their mouths.
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19 For the power of the horses is in their mouths and in their tails, for their tails are like serpents
with heads, and by means of them they wound.

20 The rest of mankind, who were not killed by these plagues, did not repent of the works of
their hands nor give up worshiping demons and idols of gold and silver and bronze and stone
and wood, which cannot see or hear or walk,

161 Then | heard a loud voice from the temple telling the seven angels, “Go and pour out on the
earth the seven bowls of the wrath of God.”

2 So the first angel went and poured out his bowl! on the earth, and harmful and painful sores
came upon the people who bore the mark of the beast and worshiped its image.

3The second angel poured out his bowl into the sea, and it became like the blood of a corpse,
and every living thing died that was in the sea.

4The third angel poured out his bowl into the rivers and the springs of water, and they became
blood.

5 And | heard the angel in charge of the waters say, “Just are you, O Holy One, who is and who
was, for You brought these judgments.

6 For they have shed the blood of saints and prophets, and You have given them blood to
drink. It is what they deserve!”

“And | heard the altar saying, “Yes, Lord God the Almighty, true and just are Your judgments!”

8 The fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, and it was allowed to scorch people with
fire.

9 They were scorched by the fierce heat, and they cursed the Name of God who had power
over these plagues. They did not repent and give Him glory.

10 The fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast, and its kingdom was plunged
into darkness. People gnawed their tongues in anguish

1 and cursed the God of heaven for their pain and sores. They did not repent of their deeds.

12 The sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its water was dried
up, to prepare the way for the kings from the east.

13 And | saw, coming out of the mouth of the dragon and out of the mouth of the beast and out
of the mouth of the false prophet, three unclean spirits like frogs.

14 For they are demonic spirits, performing signs, who go abroad to the kings of the whole
world, to assemble them for battle on the great day of God the Almighty.

15 (“Behold, | am coming like a thief! Blessed is the one who stays awake, keeping his
garments on, that he may not go about naked and be seen exposed!”)

16 And they assembled them at the place that in Hebrew is called Armageddon.

7 The seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and a loud voice came out of the temple,
from the throne, saying, “It is done!”

18 And there were flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder, and a great earthquake
such as there had never been since man was on the earth, so great was that earthquake.

19 The great city was split into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell, and God
remembered Babylon the great, to make her drain the cup of the wine of the fury of his wrath.

20 And every island fled away, and no mountains were to be found.
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21 And great hailstones, about one hundred pounds each, fell from heaven on people; and they
cursed God for the plague of the hail, because the plague was so severe.
Revelation 13:1-18

1 And | saw a beast rising out of the sea, with ten horns and seven heads, with ten diadems on
its horns and blasphemous names on its heads.

2 And the beast that | saw was like a leopard; its feet were like a bear's, and its mouth was
like a lion's mouth. And to it the dragon gave his power and his throne and great authority.

3 One of its heads seemed to have a mortal wound, but its mortal wound was healed, and the
whole earth marveled as they followed the beast.

4 And they worshiped the dragon, for he had given his authority to the beast, and they
worshiped the beast, saying, “Who is like the beast, and who can fight against it?”

5 And the beast was given a mouth uttering haughty and blasphemous words, and it was
allowed to exercise authority for forty-two months.

6 It opened its mouth to utter blasphemies against God, blaspheming his name and his
dwelling, that is, those who dwell in heaven.

7 Also it was allowed to make war on the saints and to conquer them. And authority was given
it over every tribe and people and language and nation,

8 and all who dwell on earth will worship it, everyone whose name has not been written before
the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who was slain.

9 If anyone has an ear, let him hear:

10 |f anyone is to be taken captive, to captivity he goes; if anyone is to be slain with the sword,
with the sword must he be slain. Here is a call for the endurance and faith of the saints.

11 Then | saw another beast rising out of the earth. It had two horns like a lamb and it spoke
like a dragon.

12 1t exercises all the authority of the first beast in its presence, and makes the earth and its
inhabitants worship the first beast, whose mortal wound was healed.

13 1t performs great signs, even making fire come down from heaven to earth in front of
people,

14 and by the signs that it is allowed to work in the presence of the beast it deceives those who
dwell on earth, telling them to make an image for the beast that was wounded by the sword
and yet lived.

15 And it was allowed to give breath to the image of the beast, so that the image of the beast
might even speak and might cause those who would not worship the image of the beast to be
slain.

16 Also it causes all, both small and great, both rich and poor, both free and slave, to be
marked on the right hand or the forehead,

17 so that no one can buy or sell unless he has the mark, that is, the name of the beast or the
number of its name.

18 This calls for wisdom: let the one who has understanding calculate the number of the beast,
for it is the number of a man, and his number is 666.

Genesis 12:1-3; 15:5
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1 Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father's house
to the land that | will show you.

2 And | will make of you a great nation, and | will bless you and make your name great, so that
you will be a blessing.

31 will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you | will curse, and in you all the
families of the earth shall be blessed.”

155 And He brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you
are able to number them.” Then He said to him, “So shall your offspring be.”

Ezekiel 20:37-38

371 will make you pass under the rod, and | will bring you into the bond of the covenant.

38 | will purge out the rebels from among you, and those who transgress against Me. | will bring
them out of the land where they sojourn, but they shall not enter the land of Israel. Then you
will know that | am the Lord.

Deuteronomy 4:30-31

30When you are in tribulation, and all these things come upon you in the latter days, you will
return to the Lord your God and obey His voice.

31 For the Lord your God is a merciful God. He will not leave you or destroy you or forget the
covenant with your fathers that He swore to them.
Romans 11:26-27

26 And in this way all Israel will be saved, as it is written, “The Deliverer will come from Zion, He
will banish ungodliness from Jacob”;

27“and this will be My covenant with them when | take away their sins.”

Romans 1:18

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of
men, who by their unrighteousness suppress the truth.

Theologian N. T. Wright:

The biblical doctrine of God'’s wrath is rooted in the doctrine of God as the good, wise, and
loving creator, who hates — yes, hates, and hates implacably — anything that spoils, defaces,
distorts, or damages His beautiful creation, and in particular anything that does that to His
image-bearing creatures. If God does not hate racial prejudice, His is neither good nor loving.
If God is not wrathful at child abuse (abortion), He is neither good nor loving. If God is not
utterly determined to root out from His creation, in an act of proper wrath and judgment, the
arrogance that allows people to exploit, bomb, bully, and enslave one another, He is neither
loving, nor good, nor wise.

Nahum 1:2-3

2The Lord is a jealous and avenging God; the Lord is avenging and wrathful; the Lord takes
vengeance on His adversaries and keeps wrath for His enemies.

3The Lord is slow to anger and great in power, and the Lord will by no means clear the guilty.
His way is in whirlwind and storm, and the clouds are the dust of His feet.
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James 4:4

You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God?
Therefore, whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.
Billy Graham:

We are like people under sentence of death, waiting for the date to be set. We sense that
something is about to happen. We know that things cannot go on as they are. History has
reached an impasse. We are now on a collision course. Something is about to give.
Revelation 7:2-4

2 Then | saw another angel ascending from the rising of the sun, with the seal of the living God,
and he called with a loud voice to the four angels who had been given power to harm earth
and sea,

3 saying, “Do not harm the earth or the sea or the trees, until we have sealed the servants of
our God on their foreheads.”

4 And | heard the number of the sealed, 144,000, sealed from every tribe of the sons of Israel:

Revelation 7:9, 13-14

9 After this | looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation,
from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the
Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their hands,

3 Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who are these, clothed in white robes, and
from where have they come?”

14| said to him, “Sir, you know.” And he said to me, “These are the ones coming out of the
great tribulation. They have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.
Revelation 11:3

And | will grant authority to my two witnesses, and they will prophesy for 1,260 days, clothed in
sackcloth.

Deuteronomy 34:10-12

10 And there has not arisen a prophet since in Israel like Moses, whom the Lord knew face to
face,

1 none like him for all the signs and the wonders that the Lord sent him to do in the land of
Egypt, to Pharaoh and to all his servants and to all his land,

12 and for all the mighty power and all the great deeds of terror that Moses did in the sight of all
Israel.
Revelation 11:11-12

11 But after the three and a half days a breath of life from God entered them, and they stood up
on their feet, and great fear fell on those who saw them.

2Then they heard a loud voice from heaven saying to them, “Come up here!” And they went
up to heaven in a cloud, and their enemies watched them.

Revelation 14:6-7
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6 Then | saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal gospel to proclaim to those
who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe and language and people.

”And he said with a loud voice, “Fear God and give Him glory, because the hour of His
judgment has come, and worship Him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of
water.”

Henry Morris

Millions upon millions of copies of the Bible and Bible portions have been published in all major
languages, and distributed throughout the world.... Removal of believer from the world at the
rapture will not remove the Scriptures, and multitudes will no doubt be constrained to read the
Bible.... Thus, multitudes will turn to their Creator and Savior in those days, and will be willing
to give their testimony for the Word of God and even.... their lives as they seek to persuade
the world that the calamities it is suffering are judgments from the Lord.

2 Corinthians 5:8

Yes, we are of good courage, and we would rather be away from the body and at home with
the Lord.

Revelation 6:9-12

® When he opened the fifth seal, | saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain
for the Word of God and for the witness they had borne.

10 They cried out with a loud voice, “O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before you will
judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?”

1 Then they were each given a white robe and told to rest a little longer, until the number of
their fellow servants and their brothers should be complete, who were to be killed as they
themselves had been.

12 When he opened the sixth seal, | looked, and behold, there was a great earthquake, and the
sun became black as sackcloth, the full moon became like blood,
Revelation 20:4

Then | saw thrones, and seated on them were those to whom the authority to judge was
committed. Also, | saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for the testimony of Jesus
and for the Word of God, and those who had not worshiped the beast or its image and had not
received its mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life and reigned with Christ
for a thousand years.

Hebrews 9:27-28

27 And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment,

28 50 Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time, not
to deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for Him.

2 Thessalonians 2:8-12

8 And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will kill with the breath of His
mouth and bring to nothing by the appearance of His coming.

9 The coming of the lawless one is by the activity of Satan with all power and false signs and
wonders,
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10 and with all wicked deception for those who are perishing, because they refused to love the
truth and so be saved.

1 Therefore God sends them a strong delusion, so that they may believe what is false,
2in order that all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in
unrighteousness.

Revelation 14:9-11

9 And another angel, a third, followed them, saying with a loud voice, “If anyone worships the
beast and its image and receives a mark on his forehead or on his hand,

10 he also will drink the wine of God's wrath, poured full strength into the cup of His anger,
and he will be tormented with fire and sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and in the
presence of the Lamb.

11 And the smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever, and they have no rest, day or
night, these worshipers of the beast and its image, and whoever receives the mark of its
name.”

2 Corinthians 6:2

For He says, “In a favorable time | listened to you, and in a day of salvation | have helped you.”
Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation.
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The English word “imminent” means “hanging over one’s head, ready to befall or overtake one;
close at hand in its incidence.” Thus, an imminent event is one that is always hanging
overhead, is constantly ready to befall or overtake a person, is always close at hand in the
sense that it could happen at any moment.

A.T. Pierson — “Imminence is the combination of two conditions... certainty and uncertainty. An
imminent event is one which is certain to occur at some time, uncertain at what time. Imminent
is not synonymous with impending. It is not exact to say what is imminent is near at hand; it
may or may not be.”

John 14:1-3

1 “Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in Me.

2 In My Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would | have told you that | go to
prepare a place for you?

3 And if | go and prepare a place for you, | will come again and will take you to Myself, that
where | am you may be also.

1 Thessalonians 5:4-11

4 But you are not in darkness, brothers, for that day to surprise you like a thief.

5 For you are all children of light, children of the day. We are not of the night or of the
darkness.

6 So then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober.
" For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, are drunk at night.

8 But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and
love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation.

9 For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ,
10who died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep we might live with Him.
1 Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing.

Revelation 1:1-2

1 The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show to His servants the things that
must soon take place. He made it known by sending his angel to His servant John,

2who bore witness to the Word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he
saw.

Luke 21:28

Now when these things begin to take place, straighten up and raise your heads, because your
redemption is drawing near.

Romans 8:23

And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan
inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies.

1 Corinthians 1:7

So that you are not lacking in any gift, as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ.
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1 Corinthians 15:51-52

51 Behold! | tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed,

52in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and
the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed.

Philippians 3:20-21

20 But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ,

21 Who will transform our lowly body to be like His glorious body, by the power that enables
Him even to subject all things to Himself.

1 Thessalonians 5:2

For you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night.

Titus 2:11-14
11 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people,

12 training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright,
and godly lives in the present age,

13 waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus
Christ,

4 who gave Himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for Himself a people
for His own possession who are zealous for good works.

Hebrews 10:24-25

24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works,

25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and
all the more as you see the Day drawing near.

James 5:8-9

8You also, be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand.

Do not grumble against one another, brothers, so that you may not be judged; behold, the
Judge is standing at the door.

1 Peter 4:7

The end of all things is at hand; therefore, be self-controlled and sober-minded for the sake of
your prayers.

Revelation 22:6-7, 12, 20

6 And he said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true. And the Lord, the God of the
spirits of the prophets, has sent His angel to show His servants what must soon take place.”

“And behold, | am coming soon. Blessed is the one who keeps the Words of the prophecy of
this book.”

12“Behold, | am coming soon, bringing My recompense with Me, to repay each one for what
he has done.
20 He who testifies to these things says, “Surely | am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!
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Matthew 5:18

For truly, | say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from
the Law until all is accomplished.

Pronouns — 1 Thessalonians 4:1-5:11

413 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you
may not grieve as others do who have no hope.

14 For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring
with Him those who have fallen asleep.

15 For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left
until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep.

16 For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an
archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first.

7 Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to
meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord.

18 Therefore encourage one another with these words.

51 Now concerning the times and the seasons, brothers, you have no need to have anything
written to you.

2 For you yourselves are fully aware that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night.

3 While people are saying, “There is peace and security,” then sudden destruction will come
upon them as labor pains come upon a pregnant woman, and they will not escape.

4But you are not in darkness, brothers, for that day to surprise you like a thief.

5For you are all children of light, children of the day. We are not of the night or of the
darkness.

6 So then let us not sleep, as others do, but let us keep awake and be sober.
" For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, are drunk at night.

8 But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate of faith and
love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation.

9 For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ,
10who died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep we might live with Him.
11 Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as you are doing.

Parables — Matthew 24-43-44 (Unexpected Thief)

43 But know this, that if the master of the house had known in what part of the night the thief
was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into.

44 Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not
expect.
Matthew 24:45-51 (Two Servants)

45 “Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom his master has set over his household, to
give them their food at the proper time?

46 Blessed is that servant whom his master will find so doing when he comes.
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47 Truly, | say to you, he will set him over all his possessions.
48 But if that wicked servant says to himself, ‘My master is delayed,’
49 and begins to beat his fellow servants and eats and drinks with drunkards,

S0the master of that servant will come on a day when he does not expect him and at an hour
he does not know

Sland will cut him in pieces and put him with the hypocrites. In that place there will be weeping
and gnashing of teeth.
Matthew 25:1-13 (Wise & Foolish Virgins)

1 “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went to
meet the bridegroom.

2 Five of them were foolish, and five were wise.

3 For when the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them,

4but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps.

5 As the bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and slept.

6 But at midnight there was a cry, ‘Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’
’Then all those virgins rose and trimmed their lamps.

8 And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’

9 But the wise answered, saying, ‘Since there will not be enough for us and for you, go rather to
the dealers and buy for yourselves.’

10 And while they were going to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in
with him to the marriage feast, and the door was shut.

11 Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’
12 But he answered, ‘Truly, | say to you, | do not know you.’
13 Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”

Luke 12:37

Blessed are those servants whom the master finds awake when he comes. Truly, | say to
you, he will dress himself for service and have them recline at table, and he will come and
serve them.

Revelation 1:1-3

1 The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show to his servants the things that
must soon take place. He made it known by sending His angel to His servant John,

2who bore witness to the Word of God and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, even to all that he
saw.

3 Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who
hear, and who keep what is written in it, for the time is near.

God'’s Perspective — 2 Peter 3

1 This is now the second letter that | am writing to you, beloved. In both of them | am stirring up
your sincere mind by way of reminder,
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2that you should remember the predictions of the holy prophets and the commandment of the
Lord and Savior through your apostles,

3 knowing this first of all, that scoffers will come in the last days with scoffing, following their
own sinful desires.

4 They will say, “Where is the promise of His coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all
things are continuing as they were from the beginning of creation.”

5 For they deliberately overlook this fact, that the heavens existed long ago, and the earth was
formed out of water and through water by the Word of God,

6and that by means of these the world that then existed was deluged with water and perished.

" But by the same Word the heavens and earth that now exist are stored up for fire, being kept
until the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly.

8 But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years,
and a thousand years as one day. (See Psalm 90:4)

9The Lord is not slow to fulfill His promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward
you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.

10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a
roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works
that are done on it will be exposed.

11 Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of
holiness and godliness,

12waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will
be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn!

13 But according to His promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which
righteousness dwells.

4 Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by Him without
spot or blemish, and at peace.

15 And count the patience of our Lord as salvation, just as our beloved brother Paul also wrote
to you according to the wisdom given him,

16 as he does in all his letters when he speaks in them of these matters. There are some things
in them that are hard to understand, which the ignorant and unstable twist to their own
destruction, as they do the other Scriptures.

17You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, take care that you are not carried away
with the error of lawless people and lose your own stability.

18 But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the
glory both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.

Psalm 90:4

For a thousand years in your sight are but as yesterday when it is past, or as a watch in the
night.

Doug Moo

“God views the passing of time from a different perspective than we do. We are impatient,
getting disturbed and upset by even a short delay; God is patient, willing to let centuries even
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millennia go by as He works out His purposes. Peter is not telling his readers that they are
wrong to believe that Christ’s return is “imminent”. What he is telling them is that they are
wrong to be impatient when it does not come as quickly as they might like or hope.”
God’s Patience — 2 Peter 3:9

The Lord is not slow to fulfill His promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward
you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.

Joel 2:12-14

12“Yet even now,” declares the Lord, “return to Me with all your heart, with fasting, with
weeping, and with mourning;

3and rend your hearts and not your garments.” Return to the Lord your God, for He is
gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and He relents over
disaster.

4 Who knows whether He will not turn and relent, and leave a blessing behind Him, a grain
offering and a drink offering for the Lord your God?

Romans 2:4

Or do you presume on the riches of His kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing
that God's kindness is meant to lead you to repentance?

John Piper

“Since our God is immortal, does not age, does not forget, sees all history at a glance and is
never bored, He clearly does not experience time like we do... Don’t fail to recognize this. It is
no argument against Christ’'s second coming that almost 2,000 years have passed since His
departure. From God’s experience of time, it is as though Christ just arrived at His right hand
the day before yesterday.”

James Shaddix

“Instead of casting doubt on His promise, God’s seeming delay actually highlights His heart!
His waiting isn’t due to His impotence, but to His mercy.”

God’s Preference — Ezekiel 18:23

Have | any pleasure in the death of the wicked, declares the Lord God, and not rather that he
should turn from his way and live?

Proverbs 11:8

The righteous is delivered from trouble, and the wicked walks into it instead.

Psalm 144:5-7
5Bow Your heavens, O Lord, and come down! Touch the mountains so that they smoke!
6 Flash forth the lightning and scatter them; send out Your arrows and rout them!

" Stretch out Your hand from on high; rescue me and deliver me from the many waters, from
the hand of foreigners,

8 whose mouths speak lies and whose right hand is a right hand of falsehood.
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1 Thessalonians 1:9-10

9 For they themselves report concerning us the kind of reception we had among you, and
how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God,

10 and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, Jesus who delivers us
from the wrath to come.

Luke 17:26-30

26 Just as it was in the days of Noah, so will it be in the days of the Son of Man.

2T They were eating and drinking and marrying and being given in marriage, until the day when
Noah entered the ark, and the flood came and destroyed them all.

28 Likewise, just as it was in the days of Lot—they were eating and drinking, buying and selling,
planting and building,

29 but on the day when Lot went out from Sodom, fire and sulfur rained from heaven and
destroyed them all—

3050 will it be on the day when the Son of Man is revealed.

Genesis 5:21-31
2L When Enoch had lived 65 years, he fathered Methuselah.

22 Enoch walked with God after he fathered Methuselah 300 years and had other sons and
daughters.

23 Thus all the days of Enoch were 365 years.
24 Enoch walked with God, and he was not, for God took him.
25\When Methuselah had lived 187 years, he fathered Lamech.

26 Methuselah lived after he fathered Lamech 782 years and had other sons and
daughters. 2’ Thus all the days of Methuselah were 969 years, and he died.

28When Lamech had lived 182 years, he fathered a son

29 and called his name Noah, saying, “Out of the ground that the Lord has cursed, this one
shall bring us relief from our work and from the painful toil of our hands.”

30 Lamech lived after he fathered Noah 595 years and had other sons and daughters.
31 Thus all the days of Lamech were 777 years, and he died.

Jude 14-15

141t was also about these that Enoch, the seventh from Adam, prophesied, saying, “Behold,
the Lord comes with ten thousands of His holy ones,

15to execute judgment on all and to convict all the ungodly of all their deeds of ungodliness
that they have committed in such an ungodly way, and of all the harsh things that ungodly
sinners have spoken against Him.”

Brodie Hodge

“If you match up the ages of the patriarchs, Methuselah died the same year as the Flood...
Methuselah was raised by a godly parent, Enoch, who walked with God and pleased God so
that God took him away without death. In fact, Methuselah may have actually helped Noah in
the construction phase of the Ark. But his death preceded the Flood.”
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Genesis 19:15-16

15 As morning dawned, the angels urged Lot, saying, “Up! Take your wife and your two
daughters who are here, lest you be swept away in the punishment of the city.”

16 But he lingered. So the men seized him and his wife and his two daughters by the hand, the
Lord being merciful to him, and they brought him out and set him outside the city.
Dr. W.A. Criswell

“Both of these men, Enoch and Lot, are very typical of God’s people in the earth nos. Enoch —
glorious man who walked with God and was not, for God took him — Enoch was raptured, he
was taken out before t he judgment of the Flood came... Lot was taken out also before the
great judgment day of God cam... All of God’s people... will be taken out before that awful day
comes.”

2 Peter 2:4-10

4For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them
to chains of gloomy darkness to be kept until the judgment;

Sif he did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a herald of righteousness, with
seven others, when He brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly;

6if by turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to ashes he condemned them to extinction,
making them an example of what is going to happen to the ungodly;

"and if He rescued righteous Lot, greatly distressed by the sensual conduct of the wicked

8 (for as that righteous man lived among them day after day, he was tormenting his righteous
soul over their lawless deeds that he saw and heard);

9then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials, and to keep the unrighteous under
punishment until the day of judgment,

10 and especially those who indulge in the lust of defiling passion and despise authority.

1 Timothy 4:10

For to this end, we toil and strive, because we have our hope set on the living God, who is the
Savior of all people, especially of those who believe.

1 Corinthians 10:13

No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and He will not let
you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation He will also provide the way of
escape, that you may be able to endure it.

Psalm 18:19

He brought me out into a broad place; He rescued me, because He delighted in me.

Psalm 34:4, 6-8, 17, 19-22

41 sought the Lord, and He answered me and delivered me from all my fears.

6 This poor man cried, and the Lord heard him and saved him out of all his troubles.
’The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear Him, and delivers them.

8 0Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good! Blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him!
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16 The face of the Lord is against those who do evil, to cut off the memory of them from the
earth.

17When the righteous cry for help, the Lord hears and delivers them out of all their troubles.

19 Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the Lord delivers him out of them all.

21 Affliction will slay the wicked, and those who hate the righteous will be condemned.

22 The Lord redeems the life of His servants; none of those who take refuge in Him will

be condemned.

Revelation 3:10

Because you have kept My Word about patient endurance, | will keep you from the hour of trial
that is coming on the whole world, to try those who dwell on the earth.

Revelation 2:7, 11, 17, 29, 3:6, 13, 22

“‘He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”

Revelation 12:5

She gave birth to a male child, one who is to rule all the nations with a rod of iron, but her child
was caught up to God and to his throne.

Revelation 16:14

For they are demonic spirits, performing signs, who go abroad to the kings of the whole
world, to assemble them for battle on the great day of God the Almighty.

Charles Ryrie

“That this promise concerns the church’s relation to the tribulation period is almost never
debated. The reason is in the verse itself. This time of trial ‘that is coming on the whole world’.
It is worldwide, and on this inhabited earth; that is on its people. It had not happened up to that
time, for it was still in the future — ‘that is coming’. It is not a promise restricted to the church at
Philadelphia in the first century any more than favorite promises like Philippians 4:13 or 4:19 or
1 Corinthians 10:13 were limited to the churches in the first century. Also, the risen Lord said in
all seven letters in Revelation 2 and 3 that all the churches should heed what He said.”

“Not during the trial or in the trial or through the trial, but from the trial.”

Notice that during the Tribulation Period, 7 years, the ruthless government of the Antichrist will
search out those who refuse his mark and slaughter them in terrible ways.
Revelation 6:9-11

9When he opened the fifth seal, | saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain for
the Word of God and for the witness they had borne.

10 They cried out with a loud voice, “O Sovereign Lord, holy and true, how long before You will
judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?”

11 Then they were each given a white robe and told to rest a little longer, until the number of
their fellow servants and their brothers should be complete, who were to be killed as they
themselves had been.

Revelation 11:7
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And when they have finished their testimony, the beast that rises from the bottomless pit will
make war on them and conquer them and kill them.

Revelation 12:11

And they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for
they loved not their lives even unto death.

Revelation 13:7-8, 15

" Also, it was allowed to make war on the saints and to conquer them. And authority was given
it over every tribe and people and language and nation,

8and all who dwell on earth will worship it, everyone whose name has not been written before
the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who was slain.

15 And it was allowed to give breath to the image of the beast, so that the image of the beast
might even speak and might cause those who would not worship the image of the beast to be
slain.

Revelation 14:13

And | heard a voice from heaven saying, “Write this: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord
from now on.” “Blessed indeed,” says the Spirit, “that they may rest from their labors, for their
deeds follow them!”

Revelation 17:6

And | saw the woman, drunk with the blood of the saints, the blood of the martyrs of Jesus.
When | saw her, | marveled greatly.

Revelation 18:24

And in her was found the blood of prophets and of saints, and of all who have been slain on
earth.

The correct interpretation of Revelation 3:10 is centered on one simple word. In the Greek
language, it has just two letters: ek, which are translated “from” in Revelation 3:10. This
preposition is found over 800 times in the New Testament, and it’s translated “out of” or “from”
(or an equivalent phrase with the same meaning) in virtually every instance. Here is the
context:

Ek is rendered out of hundreds of times.

Matthew 2:15

And remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by
the prophet, “Out of Egypt | called My Son.”

Matthew 7:5

You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the
speck out of your brother's eye.

Matthew 15:19

For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false
witness, slander.
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Matthew 27:52-53

52 The tombs also were opened. And many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were
raised,

53and coming out of the tombs after his resurrection they went into the holy city and appeared
to many.
Revelation 3:16

So, because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, | will spit you out of my mouth.

John 15:18
If the world hates you, know that it has hated Me before it hated you.

John 16:33

| have said these things to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you will
have tribulation. But take heart; | have overcome the world.

2 Timothy 3:12

Indeed, all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted,

James 1:2
Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds.

1 Peter 4:12

Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as though
something strange were happening to you.

1 Thessalonians 5:9

For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Romans 5:9

Since, therefore, we have now been justified by His blood, much more shall we be saved by
Him from the wrath of God.

Dr. John F. Walvoord

“Paul is expressly saying that our appointment is to be caught up to be with Christ; the
appointment of the world is for the Day of the Lord, the day of wrath. One cannot keep both of
these appointments.”

God’s Framework For The Book of Revelation — Revelation 1:19

Write therefore the things that you have seen, those that are and those that are to take place
after this.

The things you have seen — John’s incredible vision of Jesus in chapter 1.

The things which are — Revelation 2-3, seven letters to seven churches.

The things which will take place after this — Revelation 4-22.

The word church appears 19 times in chapters 1-3 and never in chapters 4-18.
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